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Comments on survival of A. capensis brood

Mike Allsopp in his respond of 19 June 1995 to my report of 19. June 1995, concerning low
survival rate of CLW brood, till doubts that survival of such brood islow. He writes:
‘if one takes LW larvae 10 days after de-queening and grafts them into queen cups,
their acceptance is just as good as queenlaid larvae (I can present some of this data if
anyone wantsit).’

At first, terminology clarification: Brood means all developmental stages, from eggs to the
latest devel opment stage of a pupa.

The argument presented above by Mike does not disprove the low survival rate of CLW brood
and does not proveits high survival rate.

| presented in two my reports; of 18 and 19 June 95, that the greatest loss of CLW brood
(about 50%) occurs between the egg and 1 day old larval stage. Thus, when Mike grafts larvae from
CLW, he grafts just those which already survived.

The difference in later survival between queen and CLW larvae which already survived till 1
day is very low. Therefore, difference in acceptance of grafted larvae originating from Cape queen and
CLW isnot detectable.

Regards
J. Woyke
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